
Looking back on the term as at the Flight Deck

Innovation lab, I have learned a lot about full-

stack development, and generally about software

development in a team environment. The most

important thing I learned in this role is to take

advantage of ownership of your project and take

pride in your work. It’s easy to make This means

tracking down your bugs, and initiative to make a

project that you would want to use. It is easy to

get so wrapped up in making something work,

that you forget to take the time to analyze your

work from a user perspective, and figure out what

works and what doesn’t work from an

experienced perspective. Although this takes

more time, I feel that writing code that creates

something intuitive and engaging is worth the

time investment, as creating a clunky project that

works is not going to attract and maintain users.

Finally, some key advice I would give to future

developers is to take the time to know your team

and talk to them about the work they are doing

and how your changes will fit together.

The past 4 months have gone by like a breeze.

Coming into this internship, I had limited

experience in terms of developing software

applications from initialization to completion.

Taking part in prototyping and user interviews

allowed me to learn parts of the software

development lifecycle that I had never

touched upon before. I was also able to learn a

great deal about many new technologies, such

as React.js, Docker, .NET Core, T-SQL.

Throughout the term, I have had the pleasure

of working with some great peers at the Flight

Deck, who have taught me a lot of new and

valuable things. It's been a great experience

working at the Flight Deck, and I wish

everyone the best of luck.

Well, our time at the Flight Deck has finally come to an end. Although this is a bittersweet

moment for us co-ops, we are extremely fortunate to have had this experience! We were

able to work with some amazing people, learn new skills, and apply those to build a life-

saving tool, among other things. Overall, despite working virtually, we had a great time. Here

are some takeaways from each of us!
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Some advice for future co-ops and things I

learned:

- Don't be afraid to ask questions and voice

your opinions on software design decisions

- Continue the weekly team-building activities

(this is a great way to get to know your team

better and reduce the stress especially during

a pandemic)

- To make the most out of the term, take on

available opportunities (i.e. basecamps,

attending communitech meet-ups; this is a

chance for you to get new experiences and

make new connections)

- Continue having the planning discussions

with your team members before starting to

work on features of a project

- If you get stuck on a problem for more than

10 minutes and you have no luck finding

solutions online, ask your team members for

help (everyone is here to learn)

- You might not have too much work during

the start of the term, but once you are aware

of the project and your responsibilities, you'll

have no idea how time flies at The Flight Deck

and it will be the end of the term already :cry:

- Have fun!
Working at the flight deck was a great chance

for me to get creative and to learn things

outside my normal scope of study and work. I

was able to take part in some parts of the CBR

project and was also able to put my own flair on

some of the Flight Deck’s marketing. As well, I

enjoyed finding people to engage with both to

further the Flight Deck’s connections and

broaden our knowledge, and finally, it was

awesome to have the freedom to pursue some

outside interests in putting together a

community-building event with Communitech.

To all future co-ops: try to climb out of your

comfort zone and get creative! This role will give

you a lot of space to move and it’s a great

chance to make an impact with your ideas. 

 
I'd call this somewhat of a modern classic, and if

you haven't already seen it, definitely do. It is

gripping, suspenseful, and emotional and I can

assure you that it will keep you up late watching

episode after episode, even though you work the

next morning. For Spy and National Defence

junkies, check it out on Netflix or Prime Video!

Folks, I'm sure you already know, but it is nothing

short of a miracle that, only one year after the

pandemic first struck, Canada has access to not

one, but four amazingly effective COVID vaccines.

Please, go get a shot! An amazing resource to find

available locations is Vaccine Hunters on Twitter

(run by a UWaterloo Grad like us!). Also, clinics

have now begun vaccinating RCAF members.

Check here for more info. 

https://twitter.com/vaxhunterscan?lang=en
http://www.rcaf-arc.forces.gc.ca/en/article-template-standard.page?doc=update-on-covid-19-vaccination-for-rcaf-members/kmjswh2y


Want to be featured

in our newsletter,

recommend 'friday

favourites' or just

want to chat?

Contact us at
hello@theflightdeck.ca


